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The Four Fountain Springs 
 Gary Perez, a descendant of the Coahuiltecans and researcher 
has proposed that the White Shaman Mural also functions as a 
map of the lands north of the Pecos River and a 4,295 year 
calendar used to follow celestial events. One of the glyphs 
contained in the mural may represent the four fountain springs 
of the Coahuiltecan creation story; Comal Springs, Barton 
Springs, San Marcos Springs and San Antonio Springs. Modern 
Coahuiltecan People continue the traditional annual pilgrimage 
across Texas during which participants gather water from each 
fountain spring as part of a peyote pilgrimage and ritual. 

Comparison of a four pointed cresent shaped glyph from the 
mural and the geographic relation of the four major Texas 
springs is compelling. This same alignment can be seen in the tail 
of the constellation Ursa Major during the summer solstice as 
the sky mirrors the land. Considering the enduring importance of 
the fountain springs to Coahuiltecan tradition and the significant 
archeological evidence of early Native American habitation near 
each spring, it is very likely that the early peoples of the Lower 
Pecos chose to depict the springs in their rock art. 
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The image depicting the fountain springs

The glyph aligned with G.I.S point 
for each spring. Image by 
Andrew May 2011

Four of the stars that make up the tail of the 
“Big Bear” constellation shown next to the spring 
glyph found in the rock art.

Barton Springs

San Marcos Springs

Comal Springs

San Antonio

Springs

The geographic relationship of 
the springs.
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The Soul of Austin
Barton Springs refers to the four 
springs found in Zilker Park which 
lies at the heart of Austin, Texas. 
The largest spring, Parthenia, 
supplies water to Barton Springs 
pool which has been in operation 
since the 1920’s. Native American 
artifacts found at multiple 
sites around the springs 
demonstrate their historic 
importance. Today Barton 
Springs continues its 
spiritual legacy as Austin 
residents gather there to 
swim and howl as they 
celebrate the return of the 
full moon. It is a favored 
location for weddings, 
baptisms, and blessings.

 Eliza Springs 

Barton Srpings 
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The Vara Daniel Site
There have been several archeological excavations near 
Barton Springs in Zilker Park since 1928. In 2003 an 
excavation of the rugby fields north of the springs, known 
as the Vara Daniel site. The excavation uncovered evidence 
of early human occupation including animal bone 
fragments, fire cracked rocks, and stone tools. 
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San Marcus Springs 
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Spring Lake Archeological Site
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